






Operation 
Dudula: 
‘Injiva’ Hang 
In Balance

by Musa Makina | @The_CBNews

Nyathi, who was brutally attacked and set 
on fire, was buried at Umvutsha cemetery in 
Bulawayo on April 16, 2022.

Researchers have cited poverty, unemployment 
and crime as the greatest sources of contention 
against foreigners.

Last month, South Africa’s Home Affairs 
Minister Aaron Motsoaledi said an estimated 
3.95 million foreigners live in that country.

He said there are no exact records for 
undocumented immigrants.

The number of Zimbabweans living outside 
Zimbabwe varies significantly from 4 to 7 
million people, though it is generally accepted 
at just over 3 million people.

Statistics show that about 70% of foreigners 
in South Africa come from neighbouring 
Zimbabwe, Mozambique and Lesotho.

The remaining 30% is made up of people from 
Malawi, UK, Namibia, eSwatini, previously 
known as Swaziland, India and other countries.

In South Africa, violent attacks peaked in 2008 
and in 2015.

In 2008, more than 60 people were reported 
to have been killed and thousands displaced.

According to then SA government 
communications head Themba Maseko, at 
least 21 of the 62 people killed in the 2008 
xenophobic clashes were South African 
citizens.

In the 2015 clashes which started in Durban, 
and later spread to other townships in and 
around Johannesburg, at least 7 Zimbabweans 
died and thousands were displaced.

In the latest Dudula operation, the only known 
death is that of Elvis and one Nigerian foreigner.

Zimbabwe Community in South Africa 
chairperson Nqabutho Mabhena says 
Zimbabweans are living in fear of their lives.

P holisile Moyo left the dusty Jahunda streets 
of Gwanda in 2016 for South Africa inspired 

by other youth in her area that left the country 
several years ago.

Dire economic conditions force many to take 
the perilous journey to South Africa (SA); 
some risking crocodile attacks, drowning and 
muggings while using illegal entry points.

But her stay in SA has never been rosy.

We were staying in Alexander with my cousin when 
our shack was torched in 2020. We managed to 
escape. However, since then life in Johannesburg has 
been hell as we now know that anything can happen 
any time, Moyo narrates.

Over the years, Matabeleland people in South Africa 
like Pholisile have suffered outbreaks of xenophobic 
attacks by vigilante groups in South Africa on 
accusations of stealing jobs.

The worst episode took place in 2015, forcing a 
number of foreign nationals to close their businesses 
and request voluntary repatriation to their home 
countries.

The latest anti-immigrant campaign code named 
Operation Dudula recently claimed the life of Elvis 
Nyathi from Malaba, in Matobo District, Matabeleland 
South Province.



   “
We do not think the attacks 

will end soon, remember 
they started in 2008.

Nqabutho Mabhena 

             ”
“Unemployment is also rising in South Africa. People 
are competing for little resources leading to these 
attacks.”

Gauteng province, which includes South Africa’s 
largest city Johannesburg and the capital Pretoria, 
has the highest rate of violence against foreign 
nationals, followed by the Western Cape, according 
to the African Centre for Migration & Society (ACMS). 
KwaZulu-Natal, where Durban is situated, is third.

African Diaspora Forum chair Dr Vusumuzi 
Sibanda says there was unbridled hatred towards 
Zimbabweans by certain groups including politicians.

“We have quite a lot of people who have been 
injured, some of them unreported so we don’t have 
the numbers yet,” Sibanda says.

Sibanda says they plan to sue Operation Dudula 
leaders over the death of Nyathi,

    “
We don’t forsee an end to 

xenophobic attacks. We are 
also looking at the violation of 

human rights, for instance in the 
Elvis case we are trying to see if 

we can bring a case against 
the Dudula leadership for 

inciting people.
Dr Vusumuzi Sibanda, African Diaspora 
Forum chair

   ”
While the end of the crisis looks nigh, many 
injivas have managed to give back to their 
community with some building social 
amenities such as schools, clinics and installing 
boreholes among other necessities.

Fanisani Dube, 42, from Madlambudzi says 
he invested R1, 5 million in his hometown of 
Plumtree while he was still working in South 
Africa. Dube is now the Council Chairperson 
for Plumtree Town Council and employs a 
number of locals in his “Chicken King and 
Pizza” restaurant. 

The unpredictable situation for migrants in that 
country has forced many locals to invest back 
home so that they have a fall back plan when 
forced to return home. Currently, a majority 
of locals based in South Africa support families 
and relatives back home while also providing 
courier services, ferrying passengers, groceries 
and other goods between Johannesburg and 
rural Matabeleland.

But with their safety in South Africa in doubt, 
Bulawayo based pastor, Jedmos Moyo says the 
central government must stop marginalising 
Matabeleland and promote economic 
development in the region. For many in rural 
Matabeleland, South Africa is a destination of 
choice as they escape lack of unemployment 
and opportunities back home.

“The central government must build a 
Zimbabwe that accommodates every 
Zimbabwean, and provides opportunities 
for the sons and daughters of Matabeleland,” 
Moyo says.



HIV Positive Persons Fret 
Over Food Insecurities
Poor rains coupled with prolonged dryness resulted in planted crops wilting, and food 
monitoring agencies such as the Famine Early Warnings System Network have urged 
authorities to start planning humanitarian response programmes. 

by Vusindlu Maphosa | @The_CBNews

H ealthy and natural foods are some of the 
requirements for people with HIV and 

AIDs to maintain good health.

But there is concern among those living with 
the chronic disease owing to fears of a drought 
induced hunger.

  “
I have been living with HIV for 
some years now. One thing for 

sure is that HIV medication 
requires one to eat well. 
Without anything in your 
stomach, it is hard to take 

medication.
Thandiwe Gatsheni, a resident at Nyandeni 
area in Gwanda

”
A Beitbridge villager Sibusiso Dewa, says 
eating healthy food helped her in fighting 



HIV after she was diagnosed as positive.

However, Dewa says she is struggling to have 
three meals a day after the poor harvest.

“Getting a meal is a torrid task now. We are 
facing a serious drought, and we really need 
the government and non-governmental 
organisations to intervene before we die due 
to hunger and HIV,” Dewa says.

Stanford Nkomo of Matobo echoes similar 
fears, saying taking medication ‘without 
having a meal is painful’.

A social worker in Filabusi, Insiza, Sibongile 
Sibanda says the HIV positive community 
members are crying foul that their crops 
suffered from the heatwave.

“Most of the farmers here applied a lot of 
fertilizer and when the dry hot spell hit the 
area, their crops wilted and dried. Those 
who were getting food from social welfare, 
the supplies were stopped and they are now 
stranded,” Sibanda notes.

According to Matabeleland 
South National AIDS Council 

provincial manager, Isaia Abureni, 
Matabeleland South has 94 168 
people living with HIV, 42 612 of 

them are male and the remaining 
51 556 females.

Abureni says her NAC provincial office has not 
received any reports of food shortages among 
the HIV positive.

“There have been no concerns/complaints of 
food shortage among people living with HIV. 
We have not recorded any deaths reported 
due to food shortages,” Abureni says.

A NAC report released in February shows that 
Matabeleland South province has a high HIV 

prevalence rate, and this was attributed to its 
proximity to South Africa and Botswana.

Matabeleland South has the highest HIV 
prevalence rate in the country at 17, 1 percent, 
followed by Matabeleland North at 14, 5 
percent and Bulawayo at 13, 7 percent and 
Manicaland at 10 percent.

Mashonaland Central has the lowest 
prevalence rate at 0, 2 %.

Data Visualization: The Citizen Bulletin

NAC recently launched the Zimbabwe 
National HIV and Aids Strategic Plan IV 2021-
2025 (ZNASP IV) whose vision is to end HIV as 
a public health threat by 2030.

The strategy also seeks to reduce the mortality 
rate to less than 5 percent by 2025 and eliminate 
HIV related stigma and discrimination. 

Zimbabwean statistics show that there are 1, 3 
million HIV positive people in Zimbabwe and 
out of that, 97 percent are now on antiretroviral 
therapy

NAC monitoring and evaluation director, Amon 
Mpofu attributes the high prevalence rate in 
Matabeleland to high mobility and spousal 
separation among other reasons.

“There is a lot of movement of people from the 
neighbouring countries into our borders. Spousal 
separation in Matabeleland is also a contributing 
factor as many people are working either in 
Botswana or South Africa while their spouses are 
left behind. This increases cases of infidelity,” 
Mpofu says.



COVID-19 Leads To Surge Of 
Child Mothers
The United Nations Population Fund says COVID-19 restrictions delayed interventions 
against child marriage and caused a long-lasting economic downturn that will push more 
families into poverty, which is a key driver of child marriages. 

by Georgina Soko | @The_CBNews

S ihle Ndlovu shakes her head in despair as 
her hand traces the contours of her bulging 

stomach.

Services International (PSI) who would 
occasionally visit our area…these services 
were stopped when lockdowns were 
introduced.”

As the pandemic caused havoc 
across the world, Zimbabwe 

like many other central 
governments responded by 

imposing lockdowns, curtailing 
access to contraceptive and 
menstrual health supplies as 
well as comprehensive sex 

education.

At just 20, Ndlovu, a mother of two, is 6 months 
pregnant.

Hers is an unwanted pregnancy; a result of failure 
to access sexual and reproductive health services 
(SRHS) at the height of the COVID-19 outbreak.

“I was using birth control pills but I could not 
replenish my supplies after the lockdowns were 
introduced,” Ndlovu who hails from Guyu, 
Gwanda district, says.

“We would at times get SRHS from Population 



Notably, the Health and Child Care ministry 
and development partners have established 
youth-friendly corners at health facilities to 
make SRHS which were not available during 
the lockdowns more accessible.

Buwalo Matilikilo Trust (BMT) director, Anna 
Mandizha-Ncube says the pandemic reversed 
gains towards ensuring access to SRHS.

“COVID-19 greatly negatively impacted SRHS 
accessibility,” Mandizha-Ncube says.

The BMT has been running the Social 
Accountability Monitoring component of 
SRHS.

   “
COVID-19 also posed a 

serious threat to the Social 
Accountability Monitoring 

component of SRHS. Young 
women, adolescents and 

teenage mothers were seriously 
affected and made even more 

vulnerable because of the 
inability to free movement and 

access to these services at health 
facilities during the lockdowns.

Anna Mandizha-Ncube, BMT Director

  ”
Young people who spoke to The Citizen 
Bulletin say they had challenges in accessing 
SRHS including testing and treatment for STIs 
as well as contraception.

“As youths we could not easily access condoms 
for free as it was the norm. We could not afford 
to buy the condoms at the shops, forcing us 
to engage in unprotected sex,” Micah Nyathi 
aged 20 says.

The central government says 
nearly 5,000 teenage girls 

became pregnant in January 
and February and about 1,800 

entered early marriages during 
the same period in 2021, 

resulting in school dropouts.

Mandizha-Ncube says there are still existing 
gaps when it comes to SRHS to prevent 
unwanted and teenage pregnancies.

“There is a need for the alignment of laws with 
regards to who can access which services and 
at what age,” she notes.

There is a raging debate on whether condoms 
should be distributed in schools.

However, the Health and Child care ministry 
says the central government will not distribute 
condoms in schools but will pursue other HIV 
intervention strategies.

Mandizha-Ncube adds: “Most rural health 
facilities lack the technological benefits 
enjoyed by urban or peri-urban health centres 
and to make it worse there is also a lack of 
political will by all actors involved to ensure 
adequate and easy access to SRHS.”





Price Hike Kills 
Back-to-school 
Hype
Following the 100% hiked prices of school 
uniforms and other school items by retailers, 
most parents have said it has dampened the 
back to school preparations.

Uniforms are mostly sold in foreign currency 
while stationery from big retailers such as 
Pick n Pay and OK supermarkets is sold in the 
local currency. Unfortunately, the big shops 
don’t have a wide range of school uniforms 
which are now available in sprouting clothing 
shops.

Census Mop Up 
Phase Begins
The Zimbabwe National Statistics Agency 
(ZimStat) has on May 1, started a five-day 
census mop-up exercise to visit households 
that were skipped during the initial data 
collection exercise.

The 2022 Population and Housing Census 
ended on April 30 after having run for 10 days.

Economic 
Hardships Lead 
To More School 
Dropouts

‘We don’t eat 
empty promises’…
As Teachers 
Down Tools
With schools opening for the second term 
today, teachers said they could not afford to 
go to work and have accused the government 
of making empty promises on improved 
wages and conditions of service for “too 
many years”.

Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions (ZCTU) 
secretary-general Japhet Moyo on May, 1 
worker’s day has said that unlike in the 
good old days when salary increases were 
announced on the day, workers were now 
living on false promises from government 
and employers.

Zimbabwe has of late experienced a sharp 
increase in child labour due to economic 
hardships, with most school dropouts ending 
up as street vendors to supplement their 
families’ incomes.

The Zimbabwe Coalition of Debt and 
Development (Zimcodd) has shown that 
approximately 20 children joined the streets 
everyday as beggars and vendors in its weekly 
review on socio-economic development in the 
country.



Irked By Poor Roads, Villagers 
Urge Authorities To Deliver Poll 
Promises 
The promise of improved roads in the district from the ruling Zanu PF and opposition parties 
continues to anchor election manifestos ahead of the elections.

by Calvin Manika | @The_CBNews

T ravelling along the Bulawayo - Tsholotsho 
road is a painful experience for motorists 

including scotch cart drivers.

Potholes in a strip, dust and uneven surface 
describes the road, 42-years after Independence.

A stretch from Nyamandlovu 
to Tsholotsho is in a poor state 
despite the district being home 
to some government ministers 

including the late Vice President 
John Nkomo.

Former Education minister and 
Matabeleland North Governor Cain 
Mathema resides in Tsholotsho.

Onias Moyo, a villager, says a journey on the 
battered road is unbearable.

“As far as I can remember this road has 
been ignored,” Moyo says. “Occasionally, 
the District development Fund (DDF) or 
those from the roads department can be 
seen putting some gravel and so forth but 
in practical terms, they are doing nothing.”

On February 9, 2021 the central government 
declared the state of the country’s roads a 
national disaster.



An Emergency Roads Rehabilitation Programme 
(ERRP2) was announced to give the roads a new 
lease of life.

In Tsholotsho, a promise of a good road network 
was at the heart of the election campaigns of 
various political parties ahead of the 2018 polls.

“The central government will also explore ways 
of financing the tarring of most roads in the rural 
areas. The District Development Fund (DDF) will 
rehabilitate at least 3 bridges and regravel 300 
kilometers of roads per year over the next 5 years 
in all rural provinces,” the ZANU PF manifesto 
reads.

In 2021, while officiating a 2, 4 km 
newly reconstructed stretch along 

the Nyamandlovu - Tsholotsho 
road, Matabeleland North 

Provincial Roads Engineer Stephen 
Kamutema says the road will be 
fully rehabilitated in 2023 when 

Zimbabwe votes.

“We are doing our roads in 20 km phases so in the 
coming 2 years we should be up to Nyamandlovu 
and that’s our vision to have that road up to 
Tsholotsho,” says Kamutema.

In 2021 the central government set to start road repairs on 

Bulawayo-Tsholotsho and Bulawayo-Nkayi roads.

Ahead of the March 26 by-elections, political 
parties also centered their campaigns on 

improving the road infrastructure.

“To us, it’s an old song. We are tired of 
such lies. We want implementation not 
speeches, roads not long meetings. Roads 
make us accessible, a fertile ingredient for 
business,” says Luckmore Ndlovu, a villager.

  “
The road has been bad 

for a longtime. The 
most affected is us, the 

villagers, because at 
intervals we go to town 

in Bulawayo to replenish 
our supplies.

Sibongile Tshuma, another villager

 ”
“So, we need at least good roads for 
connectivity. At least, we still have some local 
transport operators who are servicing this 
route for the sake of love and maintaining 
our long standing relationships.”

On 15 April 2021, the government set aside 
$33, 6 billion for the ERRP.

The fund is committed to the rehabilitation 
of 10 000kms of the country’s roads.



Central Government 
Interference Hampers Road 
Rehabilitation Projects
A city council report says most roads are now impassable, littered with potholes, leading 
to a decline in road safety and high vehicle operating costs.

by Musa Makina | @The_CBNews

S ome residents in Cowdray Park are taking 
to social media to warn others of potholes 

they have run over in the suburb.

Many other roads in the city are in bad 
shape owing to years of neglect.

But there was a ray of hope when the central 
government launched its phased Emergency 
Road Rehabilitation Programme (ERRP) in 
2021.

City fathers embraced the exercise but did 
not hide disappointment with the central 
government taking over the whole process, 
relegating the council to by-standers.

Some have experienced major damage to their 
cars, like flat tires or worse.

“It was raining and I did notice the pothole,” 
says Nkululeko Ndiweni who was on his way to 
Cowdray Park eMpompini area. “Next thing was 
a huge impact from the pothole, and the front 
tire went flat.”



“Now you wake up to a situation where 
the road network has been taken over 
by central government agencies and 
funding thereof, is disbursed direct 
to contractors procured without city 
input.”
Solomon Mguni, Bulawayo Mayor

Currently, 65 major roads across Bulawayo 
are being rehabilitated under the ERRP2 at an 
approximate cost of $625 million.

About 75% of the city’s road network has 
outlived its lifespan, and turned into death traps, 
according to the Bulawayo City Council (BCC).

Ahead of the Independence Day 
celebrations, the local council and 
the central government through 
the Transport and Infrastructural 

Development Ministry abandoned road 
works to focus on the rehabilitation of 
roads leading to Barbourfields stadium, 

the venue of the celebrations.

At least US$1million was earmarked for the road 
works to ensure the Presidency, government 
ministers and other bigwigs have a smooth ride 
to the venue.

A latest internal report from the engineering 
department dated February 1 reveals that some 
companies contracted for the ERRP abandoned 
their projects under unclear circumstances.

The report indicates that a total of 13 city roads 
have been left unattended leaving motorists at 
the mess of the pot-holed riddled roads.

As a result, the local authority resolved to 
temporarily take over the rehabilitation process, 
the report adds.

The central government says the poor condition 
of the country’s road network has had direct 

and indirect impacts on the road transport 
safety.

“The average number of accidents per year 
between 2010 and 2017 was 36,105 and the 
average number of people dying as a result 
of road accidents was 1,836. In 2016, the total 
number of accidents were 38,620 increasing 
to 42,430 in 2017. Similarly, the number of 
fatal accidents also increased from 507 in 
2016 to 1,358 in 2017,” the government says.

The NDS1 targets to reduce road accidents 
and fatalities by 25% margin per annum.

Latest BCC minutes show that 
Zinara allocated the local authority 

nearly $288 million for the road 
rehabilitation programme this year. 
Council says it will spend $202 151 

000 on reconstruction, overlays and 
reseals and $86 636 243 on pothole 
patching and routine maintenance.

Some of the roads to be rehabilitated 
using the Zinara funds include Fairbridge 
Way (Philips to Cecil Drive), Huggins Road 
(Luveve Road to Police) Woodville Park, 
Luveve 5 Road, Maduma Dr (Intemba to 
S J Ngwenya Shops) and Murchison Road 
where the council will conduct overlays 
and reconstruction.

The BCC says the central government 
allocated $442 million for road 
rehabilitation under the devolution funds 
and the council intends to rehabilitate at 
least eight roads using the money.

The ministry of Transport and Infrastructural 
Development has also identified 10 major 
roads in the city for rehabilitation. They 
are Indaba road, Catherine Berry Drive, 
Nkulumane drive, Glenvill drive, Lobengula 
Street, Chinamano road, Netherby, 
Woodville road and Cowdray Park -Hlalani 
Kuhle.



Amid Rampant Abuse, Ngozi 
Mine Female Waste Pickers 
Raise Only $10 A Week 
Bulawayo female waste pickers are exposed to 
high physical and economic abuse perpetrated 
by their male counterparts, waste buyers and 
council workers.

by Lizwe Sebatha | @The_CBNews

A way from the comfort of her home, 
Moreen Katerere can be seen sifting 

through piles of rubbish at the city’s Richmond 
landfill popularly known as Ngozi mine.

depend on anyone, and to think otherwise 
is a mistake.”

Katerere is not alone at Ngozi mine in waste 
picking.

For several other women including the 
youth, waste picking is providing an 
economic lifeline in the face of high 
unemployment in the country.

“But it’s not easy,” Katerere adds.

“We face too many challenges including 
sexual harassment. There is too much 
competition now unlike a few years ago.”

In a latest report, the 

Her earnings are modest, she can earn from $15 
to $20 on a good week to support her family.

“Many of us female waste pickers are the heads of 
our families and it’s important for us to support 
our families,” Katerere says. “We don’t have to 



Matabeleland Institute for Human 
Rights (MIHR) says waste pickers face 
numerous challenges including lack 

of legal recognition, social safety 
nets, unsafe working conditions, 
poor remuneration, stigma and 

discrimination and gender based 
violence.

The worst affected are female waste pickers, the 
MIHR says in its baseline survey titled: ‘Challenges 
Faced by Female Waste Pickers.’

The MIHR says it commissioned a study on 
November 19, 2021 to ascertain the challenges 
facing waste pickers in the city.

The survey seeks to support MIHR’s Bulawayo 
Women’s Waste Café project to transform the 
waste enterprise sector to be gender inclusive 
and human rights based.

Of the total respondents that were surveyed, 53% 
were youths between 18 and 35 years whilst 47% 
were above 36 years.

“The majority of female waste pickers 
interviewed, 63% said they were in waste picking 
due to poverty, whilst 37% said because there 
was no other employment they could do,” the 
report says.

The report says the majority 
of the waste pickers make less 
than US$10 per week, with only 

7% getting up to US$20 from the 
business.

“The study established that for most of the 
female waste pickers, waste picking is their only 
sole income source (89%) whilst a paltry 11% 
have other alternative sources of income. The 
dependency on one sole source of income which 

does not meet their basic financial needs 
further exposes the female waste pickers 
to adverse poverty and worsens their 
vulnerability to human rights violations,” 
the report says.

Data Visualization by MIHR

Alternative sources of income include 
hairdressing (3%), selling beer (3%), selling 
vegetables (1%), selling chicken cuts (1%), 
selling chips and drinks (1%) and running a 
small tuckshop (1%).

In 2019, MIHR launched a project to 
empower slum dwellers to recycle waste 
dumped in the area.

While waste picking is helping many to 
put food on the table, there is a dearth 
of knowledge on where to report human 
rights’ violations targeting women in the 
sector.

“The results mean that about 36% of the 
human rights abuses happening within 
the waste picking sector may be going 
unreported as the victims are not aware of 
where to make reports,” the report notes.

Gender based violence and economic 
exploitation are the most witnessed compared 
to sexual exploitation.

“This could also be attributed to ignorance 
of what sexual exploitation entails as well as 
the secretive nature of sexual exploitation 
especially where there is consent,” the report 
notes.



BCC Owned Peri Urban 
Schools Suffer Neglect
Statistics show that while there has been 
competition for the top post on the Grade 
7 results, St Peters and Aisleby peri- urban 
schools have continued to post poor results.

by Musa Makina | @The_CBNews

M ethembe Ndiweni of St Peters says he 
was forced to transfer his child from St 

Peters Primary school despite it being the nearest 
from his  residence.

St Peters and Aisleby primary 
schools located in the Reigate 
district are notorious for poor 

results.

According to a Bulawayo City Council 
annual report for the year ended December 
31, 2016, Aisleby and St. Peter’s were the 
worst performing schools recording zero 
pass rates.

In 2017, Aisleby and St Peters maintained 
their bottom positions.

In 2020, Malindela was the best performing 
school, improving its 2019 pass rate by 11, 8 
percent. 

However, Aisleby was the worst performing 

“My first born performed badly on the 2018 
Grade 7 results at St Peters, and I decided to 
transfer the second born to Malindela primary 
school in Pumula North where he is doing very 
well,” Ndiweni says.

St Peters is a peri urban suburb located at St 
Peters village and is separated from Pumula by 
a bush.



school with a zero percent pass rate.

The local authority says St Peters had a 13, 5 % pass 
rate, second from the bottom and Manondwane 
had a 31, 1 percent pass rate and was placed third 
from bottom.

In 2019, BCC-run primary schools excelled 
in the country's national Grade Seven public 
examinations, with the province taking the top 
spot, despite a general decline in the pass rate.

According to the local authority's annual 
report, council schools managed to perform 
satisfactorily, as all the 29 schools scored above 
the 50 percent pass rate.

However, the national pass rate for 2020 Grade 
Seven examinations went down from 46, 9 
percent to 37, 1 percent, with this attributed to 
the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Schools eventually opened in phases during the 
third quarter of the year which heavily affected 
educational activities, resulting in the pass rate 
falling.

For the year 2021, BCC says 4 807 learners sat for 
the 2021 Grade 7 final examinations (Zimsec) and 
2 688 learners passed the six subjects with five or 
better. The pass rate was ranked at 55, 92 percent.

“Aisleby maintained the bottom place and had 
zero percent pass rate similar to 2020 and at 
second position from the bottom was St. Peters 
that lost 11 percent from 13.56 percent to 2.56 
percent. Ingubo, at position three from the 
bottom continued to disappoint, losing 3, 26 
percent from 38.74 percent to 35.48 percent,” a 
council report notes.

Sikhululekile Moyo, a councilor for 
ward 17 where St Peter's primary 
is located, says the schools suffer 

accessibility challenges.

“The situation at St Peter's school is very 
bad, mainly because of accessibility due 
to bad roads, something which I feel has 
contributed negatively to the poor results. 
That alone demoralises teachers,” Moyo 
says.

Ward 4 councilor Silas Chigora adds: “You 
find that learners there are from farms and 
generally due to the rural set up, teachers 
shun the school and you end up having 
temporary teachers taking up the task.”

With statistics showing how competent 
most of BCC run schools, a villager in 
St Peters, has no kind words for the city 
fathers.

    “
Honestly, this does not make 
sense, yes we are in the peri 
urban, and not rural areas. 

If a school which is less than 
30 kilometres from the city 
can be neglected like this, 
what then do you expect 
from schools in Nkayi or 

Tsholotsho?
Matha Dunge, St Peters villager

”





Sexual Health Gets Little 
Attention, With Devastating 
Results
Lack of access to clinics which support sexual 
health is a headache for women in Matabeleland 
North.

by Calvin Manika | @The_CBNews

S ifiso Ncube suffers post-traumatic stress 
for months after losing a baby a year ago.

Katshana village, at the border of Lupane 
and Gokwe, is 20 kilometres away.

When she finally reached the clinic, nurses 
delivered heart-breaking news to her that 
she had suffered a miscarriage.

  “
It was a nightmare 

She failed to reach the nearest clinic in time after 
suffering some complications.

The nearest clinic from Ncube’s homestead in 

LUPANE



experience of my life. If 
I could get help urgently 

that miscarriage was to be 
avoided.

Sifiso Ncube, a traumatized woman

”
“It’s not easy to lose a baby when you are 
already planning and also the changes which 
come with pregnancy.”

United Nation Population Fund (UNPF) 
Technical Specialist for Maternal Health, 
Dr Edwin Mpeta lamented the challenges in 
accessing maternal health care services.

“This is a challenge when more maternal 
surgeries need to be performed at the same 
time. Also, the other thing which affects 
waiting mothers is delays. Delays to come 
from home to the hospital because of long 
distances and delays as part of the system 
issues when one has arrived at the health care 
centre,” says Dr Edwin Mpeta.

As the country heads to 2023 elections, women 
in rural Matabeleland feel there is a need for 
an increase in women political participation 
to raise a voice on SRHR.

Zimbabwe has a bicameral parliament with 
the use of voluntary party quotas and legislated 
quotas for the lower house and upper house 
and at the sub-national level.

Eighty-one of 265 seats in the National 
Assembly are held by women.

According to the Constitution, 60 of the 2010 
parliamentary seats are reserved for women 
under proportional representation.

Member of Parliament for Nkayi South 
Constituency Stars Mathe says male politicians 
have an unfair advantage against their female 
counterparts, in particular with regards to the 
financial muscle.

“Ninety (90%) of the resources are in the 
hands of men. So we find ourselves in a 
corner. The politics of our day need money 
and resources,” Mathe says.

She adds: “We are approaching 2023 with 
a very big challenge because we don’t have 
resources and we don’t know how we are 
going to handle elections from primary to the 
general elections.”

Sithulisiwe Ngwenya says issues 
to do with SRHR can better 

be given importance only with 
more women in local council, 

parliament and senate.

“It is very important for women to participate 
and win house of assembly seats. This 
will give women more voice and make 
constructive noise in parliament to make 
laws which support women especially those 
in marginalised rural areas in areas like 
Matabeleland North,” Ngwenya says.

Women’s Coalition of Zimbabwe (WCOZ) 
Hwange Chapter Catherine Madondo says 
there is a need for political parties to have 
deliberate policies supporting women 
political participation.

“Women also lack support from political 
parties and the community at large. I think 
in 2023, the government must create space 
for women in development work who will 
represent women issues, most importantly 
sexual reproductive and health rights,” 
Madondo notes.



HWANGE

Villagers Support Anti-
Poaching Efforts To Save 
Elephants
Through sports, arts and song, wildlife and 
environmental watchdogs are working with 
communities in the fight against wildlife 
crimes like elephant poaching which was once 
considered a green matter and have moved 
higher up on Zimbabwean central security and 
policy agendas.

by Lethokuhle Nkomo | @The_CBNews

of my life,” says Brine Ncube, a witness in a 
wildlife poaching case in Hwange.

“The elephant was dead, but not tampered 
with. If I had dehorned the animal it was 

going to be a crime that will haunt me for the rest 

Ncube is among a number of villagers in 
Mashala who have been educated about 
poaching and its consequences.

Petros Ndlovu, the Director of Shangano 
Arts Trust, says sports programs are 
proving to be an effective measure of crime 
prevention.

“Through arts and sports, we engage the 
community and encourage them to report 



wildlife crimes. It allows people to live in 
harmony with wildlife,” Ndlovu says.

“We have done performances in Lupote, 
Jwaphe, Cross Dete, Lukosi, Chezhou, Mabale 
and Shangano communities where we focus 
on poaching hotspots.”

Amos Gwema, a winner of the Tusk Wildlife 
award, says there has been a positive response 
from communities to the anti-poaching 
awareness campaigns using sports and song.

Statistics from Zimbabwe 
National Parks and Wildlife 

Authority (ZimParks) show that 
no elephant was poached in 

Hwange between 2020 and 2021.

In 2018, former Environment Water and 
Climate Minister Oppah Muchinguri urged 
wildlife rangers to adopt a “shoot-to-kill 
policy” against poachers, whom she equated 
to robbers. 

“Some years, Hwange experiences elephant 
poaching of over 50 but having a zero 
poaching incident shows the importance of 
involving the community which is the first line 
of defence for effective wildlife conservation,” 
says Gwema.

A live elephant is worth more than $1.6 
million over its lifetime, largely because of its 
ecotourism draw. 

The country has tough anti-poaching laws and 
elephant poaching carries a severe sentence 
of at least 9 years.

With poverty amid lack of jobs, the 
unemployed sometimes resort to criminal 
activities such as poaching to survive.

Leon Mwale, a Hwange youth entrepreneur, 
adds lack of recreation facilities in the district 

as a drive on youths to be involved in crime 
activities like poaching.

“It is also the reason why we have young girls 
who fall prey to teenage pregnancies and drug 
abuse. In the quest of trying to reduce drug 
abuse, it’s important for the young people to 
be entertained,” Mwale adds.

Mwale’s youth group coordinates sporting 
activities to raise awareness campaigns 
against drug abuse and crime in particular 
wildlife poaching.

China has long been one of 
the world's biggest markets for 

ivory. In 2018, China banned 
all trade in ivory but the illegal 

market is still thriving. The price 
can be as much as US$2,000, 

according to reports.

To bypass regulations, poachers often falsely label ivories 

as other natural or synthetic materials. Image by WWF

Gwema says community awareness campaigns 
against wildlife involving ex-wildlife convicts aiming 
at discouraging villagers against wildlife crimes were 
proving to be a success.

“Community is the first line of defence for effective 
wildlife conservation, and without community 
support, there is no success.”

“The judiciary is the last line of defence. If you see 
something say something, which is the message 
passed to the community through art and poetry,” he 
says.



In Hunger-afflicted Mat’land 
North, Elephants Threaten 
Food Security
Human-wildlife conflict remains a significant 
problem in Matabeleland North among wildlife 
reliant communities and those that are adjacent 
to protected areas. 

by Georgina Soko | @The_CBNews

A s darkness envelops Dingani village in 
Dete, Hwange district, 47-year-old Gloria 

Tshuma makes her way to her field where she 
will join other villagers for a night vigil.

doesn’t do this, hunger is inevitable,” says 
Tshuma.

For the villagers of Dingani 
under Silweu ward whose 

fields border with the forestry 
area, a wildlife corridor, 

human wildlife conflict has 
become more common.

The area, as its most parts of the district, is 
dry, arid and experiences low rainfall. 

Its soils are less productive and rocky for the 
production of maize staple crop, forcing 
villagers to resort to drought tolerant small 
grains such as millet which unfortunately 

The vigil is a long night of bonfires, beating 
of drums, blowing of vuvuzelas, whistling and 
shouting to scare away elephants.

“This is the life we have become accustomed 
to. Our worry is that the invasions have become 
more frequent over the past seasons and if one 



are not spared either by elephants.

The Rhodesian government resettled many 
black people in arid and less productive areas 
they called reserves while apportioning the 
vast tracts of fertile land to white farmers.

Millet is a drought-tolerant grass due to its extremely deep 
roots. Image by Shanmugamp7

Villagers like Tshuma were resettled in areas 
adjacent to Hwange National Park, home to 
the largest population of African elephants.

Silewu ward councillor, Olpha Mujele Lisutu 
says they are food insecure because of human 
wildlife conflict.

“We are really affected by wild animals, 
especially elephants, which are a major 
problem particularly during this season,” 
Lisithu says.

“This has forced villagers to sleep in the fields 
with fires which is risky because you may 
never know in which direction the elephants 
will attack from.”

Her counterpart, Mabale ward councillor, 
Joseph Bonda echoes the same sentiments.

“Elephants continue to wreak havoc in the 
fields, more so because of shortages of food 
in the forest as a result of drought. To make 
matters worse this year we did not get enough 
rainfall and the little we thought we would 
harvest is being targeted by these elephants,” 
Bonda says.

The unprecedented impacts 
of climate change such as 

devastating droughts, deadly 
floods and environmental 

degradation are fueling further 
human-wildlife conflict.

During droughts, African elephants can leave 
protected sites and enter agricultural areas in 
search of food. This can lead to crop damage.

Zimparks spokesperson, Tinashe Farawo also 
believes climate change is fueling human-
wildlife conflict.

“We have been having inconsistencies in terms 
of rainfall patterns and this will force animals 
to move into communities in search of water 
and food,” Farawo says.

Farawo says 68 people were killed by wild 
animals in 2021.

“These cases are happening when people are 
trying to scare away these animals from their 
fields or when there is competition for water 
with the animals. We are also working with a 
lot of partners, and NGOs to make sure that 
we put mechanisms in place to protect lives, 
crops and property,” he adds.



Using Documentaries To Advance 

Storytelling In Rural Matabeleland
My documentaries will document experiences of rural communities on how they are 
addressing climate change.

This article was first published on Medium by the Zimbabwe Entrepreneurial Journalism Program (EJP). 
Supported by the U.S Embassy Public Affairs Section in Harare, the EJP seeks to empower a new breed of 
hyperlocal content creators in Zimbabwe to build and launch sustainable niche journalism and media ventures 
to serve their communities. 

by Fairness Moyana | EJP Creator 2022

M y journey as a creator under the mentorship 
of the [Zimbabwe] Entrepreneurial 

Journalism Program (EJP) continues and I’m super 
excited to share with you my progress so far.

The documentary will capture climate stories and 
experiences of rural communities in dealing with the 
phenomenon. Using the power of visual storytelling 
audiences will get first-hand accounts from villagers 
on the impacts and resilience building in adaptation. 
The documentary will provide a link between the 
product and the audience.

During the second block held in the month of February 
the lessons learnt helped me in shaping my niche 
product. I learnt the importance of building and 
cultivating loyal audiences for niche news ventures as 
shared by one of the facilitators running a successful 
media venture, Munyaradzi Dodo of Magamba 
Network. As a result of the knowledge from these 
sessions, I’m in the process of creating social media 
links such as Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn 
and Whatsapp to build an audience around my 
venture.

However, my entrepreneurial journalism journey has not 
been a walk in the park as I have faced challenges in building 
active audiences on social media and YouTube. As part of 
countering that I have been expanding my knowledge base 
in terms of using video storytelling techniques and editing 
skills through tutorials available online. As we journey 
through the program I continue to look forward to learning 
and applying the knowledge to my mission: developing a 
venture that serves local news and information needs.

Once again I’m open for feedback and further engagements. 
If you would like to discuss possibilities of collaboration 
with me, you can get in touch via email ecclesiamoyana@
gmail.com or WhatsApp: 0713 164 878.

As highlighted in my previous blog post, there still exist 
news deserts in many parts of our rural communities of 
Matabeleland North. The landscape dominance of the 
mainstream media over the years has oftentimes left rural 
communities in Hwange and Binga districts underserved and 
out of the national development discourse due to limited 
coverage.

As part of my EJP work, I am currently developing a 
documentary that seeks to share the experiences of six rural 
communities in Hwange district reeling under the effects of 
climate change. Climate change is not only a global threat 
to the world but its immediate impact on livelihoods in local 
communities is being felt. “For these impoverished and 
vulnerable rural communities, stories about climate change 
and its effects are critical. My documentaries will provide 
this platform.”

Using a solutions journalism lense, its main focus is telling 
the success story of how these rural communities turned 
deserts into green belts. I decided to venture into the 
production of this particular documentary to share and 
inspire other communities on climate change adaptation 
and interventions. Through footage gathered during my field 
trips in rural Hwange, “I have begun the process of piecing 
the various stories into one beautiful tale of hope, resilience 
and human will in the face of climate change.”

https://medium.com/zimbabwe-entrepreneurial-journalism-program-for/building-journalism-for-children-6b7ea89087b1
https://medium.com/zimbabwe-entrepreneurial-journalism-program-for
https://zw.usembassy.gov/%23carousel-example-generic
https://medium.com/zimbabwe-entrepreneurial-journalism-program-for/ten-zimbabwean-content-creators-selected-for-the-inaugural-entrepreneurial-journalism-program-8590d660c7ee%3Fsource%3Dcollection_home---------11-------------------------------




Rustlers Leave Communal 
Goat Farmers Counting Losses
Rustlers are wreaking havoc in Umzingwane, disrupting plans by communal farmers 
to diversify into goat farming. 

by Vusindlu Maphosa | @The_CBNews

U mzingwane in Matabeleland South has 
good pastures for goats due to its good 

grass and thorny bushes.
   “

We have had our livestock 
disappearing without a trace for 

many years. We used to think 
that the goats would have been 
attacked by wild animals such 
as jackals yet our area is not a 

wildlife hotspot.
Marvis Nkomo

                                     ”

Communal goat farming has been a source of 
livelihood and iron for many in the province.

However, their source of livelihood is threatened 
by goat rustlers.

Marvis Nkomo of Nswazi area lost six goats to 
rustlers recently.



Another villager Mandlenkosi Ndlovu says he 
plans to sell his goats to avoid losses.

For Ndlovu, indications show that the rustlers 
often strike at night or when the goats are 
grazing.

The most affected villages in Umzingwane 
are Nswazi, Newline, Kumbudzi, Munkula and 
Zidlabusuku.

Another villager Senzeni Moyo says the 
rustlers are also poisoning their dogs so that 
they steal their goats undisturbed.

“You hear the dogs barking at night, and all of 
a sudden there would be silence, and the next 
morning we find our goats missing,” Moyo 
says.

Goat farmers suspect illegal gold panners behind the 

disappearing of their livestock. Image by Nehanda Radio

Samuel Dube of NewLine suspects that illegal 
gold panners are behind the spate of livestock 
theft in his area.

“Our concerns are that many youth in the 
area dropped out of school opting for illegal 
mining where a lot of criminal activities which 
include stock theft are committed,” Dube 
says.

According to Farmers Review Africa, the 
demand for goat meat is increasing.

Many communal farmers in the 
province are turning to goat 

breeding after losing their cattle 
to the unpredictable weather 

patterns.

Goats can survive on shrubs and need less 
manpower for tending to, making them a 
better choice than high-maintenance cattle, 
which are less tolerant of drought conditions.

It is estimated that the country has 3, 1 million 
goats, more than 80% percent of which are 
owned by communal farmers, the Goat 
Breeders Association of Zimbabwe says. 

According to the national export 
promotion agency, ZimTrade, 

the country has an opportunity 
to develop goat meat exports 
starting with regional markets 

such as Angola.

Several countries such as Ethiopia, Kenya 
and Somalia are thriving from exporting goat 
meat.

However, goat theft is giving villagers 
headaches despite the export opportunities.

“What is worrying is that arrested suspects 
are not being jailed. They are released after 
spending a day, or a few days in prison cells. We 
are left asking ourselves what is happening,” 
Dube says,

Matabeleland South provincial police 
spokesperson Inspector Loveness Mangena 
says villagers must form anti-livestock theft 
committees involving the police to deal with 
the vice. 

“We encourage villagers to brand their stock, 
pen them and do regular checks of such 
stock. They must join village anti stock theft 
committees and report all stolen stock early 
to police,” Mangena says.  



Matabeleland’s Battle Between 
Zanu PF and Opposition Parties 
With the 2023 elections months away, Zanu PF is pulling out all the stops, openly 
declaring that the party is going for the kill to seize all constituencies under the 
opposition.

by Musa Makina | @The_CBNews

G ibson Siyanchali, a villager at Binga’s 
Siansundu area is still trying to find 

answers on how the ruling Zanu PF party has 
gained ground against the opposition in the 
province.

Statistics from the March 26 by-elections show 
that the opposition had its vote count almost 
halved compared to those recorded in the 
2018 polls.

Opposition Citizens Coalition for Change 
(CCC’s) Prince Dubeko-Sibanda won Binga 
North with 10 130 votes, defeating Kudakwashe 
Mavula Munsaka of Zanu PF who got 7971.

In 2018, Sibanda got 18 428 votes against Zanu 
PF's 7 751.

A closer analysis shows that Zanu PF has 
maintained its traditional voters, while Dubeko 
Sibanda’s vote count dropped with almost 
7000 voters, despite victory.

Activist Descent Bajila admits that the 
opposition has been slowly losing ground in 

He says in the past, years of neglect by the 
governing party were enough to ensure a 
resounding victory for the opposition.

“It’s obvious that the majority of us are suffering, 
there are no jobs, there is no development but 
despite all that, I am surprised that the party 
seems to be getting more votes,” Siyanchali 
fumed.



rural Matabeleland to the ruling party.

    “
Zanu PF continues to grow in 
rural Matabeleland because 
of various reasons including 

the divided votes of the 
opposition. In a province such 

as Matabeleland North, they 
control 39% of the total votes 
but 62% of the seats. This is a 

great misnomer.
Descent Bajila, an activist

”
Zanu PF currently holds 20 of the 24 seats in rural 
Matabeleland constituencies. In total, the party 
is in control of 21 out of 38 constituencies in the 
whole of Matabeleland, Bulawayo included.

A closer look at the voting trends shows that in 
2000, the MDC, in its first election after launch 
in 1999, won 21 out of the 23 Matabeleland 
constituencies.

In Matabeleland North, the MDC won 73.6% of the 
vote in the same year.

In 2018, the MDC Alliance won 37.8% of the total 
votes in Matabeleland. Combined with votes 
from the MDC-T led by Thokozani Khupe, the 
opposition total vote count was 47.3%, more than 
Zanu PF’s total share of the vote, 39.5%. 

However, Zanu PF won most seats in the province 
in 2018.

Political analyst (Nust) Methuseli Moyo says Zanu 
PF could be reaping fruits from its targeted rural 
infrastructural development programmes in 

Matabeleland.

    “
The Zanu PF government has 

gone on a focused and sustained 
development programme 

for Matabeleland, specifically 
targeting the more than 110-year-

old dream to bring Zambezi 
water to Bulawayo and the rest 

of the region.
Methuseli Moyo 

”
He adds: “Mnangagwa, unlike the late President 
Robert Mugabe, has liberated the debate on 
Gukurahundi and made promises and intentions 
to resolve the issue. That alone, despite scepticism, 
has worked for Zanu PF politically.”

Bulawayo commentator, Anglistone Sibanda says 
the opposition has failed to address problems 
affecting the rural populace.

“As long as the opposition is mum on the land 
reform and it's not giving the rural people practical 
solutions to their needs and is perceived as neo 
colonial. It will be difficult to penetrate the rural 
communities with neo colonial policies,” says 
Sibanda.

But analyst Effie Ncube argues otherwise saying no 
party can claim to have a safe seat in the region.

“In fluid politics like our own there is nothing called 
a safe seat. In varying degrees of likelihood and 
probability, seats can move amongst opposition 
parties, from the opposition party to the ruling 
party, and from the ruling party to the opposition,” 
he says. 





B ulawayo Arts Festival 
(BAF) is in its third 

year. Its birth in 2020 was 
greeted by aplomb and 
ululation, and put Bulawayo’s 
arts and culture on the map 
and national calendar.

It was a major attraction, and 
managed to get a buy-in from 
the central government.

People who witnessed the 
official opening of the festival 
went home convinced that 
this marked the beginning of 
better days to come. Credit 
for that achievement goes to 
the brains behind the Festival, 
City Fathers and The Festival 
Team.

A lot goes to festival 

management. 
Festivals are born 
out of ideas and 
those ideas find 

expression through a 
team of people that 
I will refer to as the 
festival team. They 

are the inner core of 

by Thabani H. Moyo | @thabanih

Months in the planning, the event had hung in the balance during the COVID-19 lockdown, 
until the government permitted outdoor attractions—but to a limited audience and under 
strict regulations.

Bulawayo Arts Festival: A 
Good Idea Gone Wrong?



people responsible 
for the success or the 

flop of the festival.

Talk of the content, visuals, 
aesthetics, sound and the 
ambiance—anything that 
happens in a festival is 
because of this team. The 
team has sleepless nights for 
months planning the festival.

But as the saying goes, all that 
glitters is not gold, and this 
aptly captures BAF.

Not everything about BAF is as 
awesome as its images. BAF 
is a good example of a good 
festival gone bad because of 
poor management. BAF is 
a good example of how you 
can use and abuse artists. 
BAF management has no 
respect for its festival team 
and artists.

BAF got funding from 
the central government 
and other institutions 

including well-
wishers such as local 
companies. Despite 

the funding from the 
central government 

and other institutions 
with the arts and 

culture at heart, some 
artists and the festival 
team members are yet 
to get their dues, a year 
after the 2021 edition.

This is a good example of 

how some arts institutions 
can use and abuse artists and 
their teams. It is a paradox. 
To date when some artists 
and members of the festival 
team ask about their dues 
which were due in the third 
week of June 2021, as per their 
contracts, they are told the 
money is due in two weeks.

Two weeks became two, four, 
six months and now it’s almost 
a year. BAF has disrespected 
Bulawayo artists and the 
Bulawayo community. When 
the festival was launched, 
Bulawayo artists celebrated 
because they anticipated 
harvesting low hanging fruits 
from the festival.

BAF also disappointed young 
visual artists from different 
schools in Bulawayo after 
failing to hold a visual arts 
festival for primary and 
secondary schools. Their 
works were expected to be 
showcased at the Bulawayo 
Arts Gallery. President 
Emmerson Mnangagwa was 
also expected to see their 
works.

Lessons learnt from BAF are 
that those who manage arts 
festivals and arts institutions 
must respect artists and related 
contractual obligations.

Artists must not be abused. 
BAF has to respect its funders 
and the Bulawayo community 
at large. 



by Lethokuhle Nkomo | @The_CBNews

Continuous Assessment Learning 
and Climate’s Deadly Blow To 
Learners

Level students.

It requires learners to perform, demonstrate 
their knowledge, understanding and 
proficiency of the subject concerned.

The module demands that students 
apply what they learnt in context through 
activities.

But for learners like Sibanda, the climate 
change effects characterized by drying 
rivers, and prolonged dry spells present 
challenges.

“I find it very hard for me to juggle between 
household chores where I have to brave the 
scorching sun for hours looking for water. 
After all the household chores, I have to start 
researching and look for printing facilities 
for the CALA projects,” she explains.

Daniel Sithole, an Environmentalist from 
Green Shango Trust, says the education 
sector, particularly in Matabeleland North, 
suffers the effects of climate change.

    “
The extremely low rainfall 
in Hwange which results in 

food insecurity often leads to 

L etw’in Sibanda, a Form 4 student at Lukosi 
secondary school in Hwange, Matabeleland 

North, wakes up early to fetch water at Lukosi 
River for watering a family garden.

Analysts say climatic events characterized by 
extreme temperatures, extreme long dry spells 
and heavy downpour are some of the events 
which have contributed to poverty in rural 
communities.

Not only does the garden provide some 
nutritional value for the meals, it is where 
Sibanda gets some money for her Continuous 
Assessment Learning Activity (CALA) school 
project after selling vegetables.

It may not be enough, but Sibanda is happy that 
she does not have to burden her parents asking 
for money to photocopy and print some CALA 
school work.

“Sometimes I feel like giving up on the garden. 
It does not give me much, but that is my only 
source of income to assist me financially on my 
CALA project,” she says.

CALA, which is part of the new 
curriculum introduced in 2017, 

constitutes 30% of the total 
examination marks for Grade 
Seven, Ordinary and Advanced 



poverty, and in most scenarios 
when there is extreme poverty, 

young people in this case, school 
children suffer the most.

Daniel Sithole, Green Shango Trust 
environmentalist

”
Statistics from the Zimbabwe School Examination 
Council (ZIMSEC) show 325 573 pupils sat for their 
2021 Grade 7 examinations, a 0,6  percentage 
decrease compared to the 2020 entry of 327 559.

A total of 51 primary schools in Matabeleland 
North had a zero percent pass rate in the 2021 
grade 7 public examinations. In 2020, 85 schools 
recorded a zero pass rate in the province.

Journalist and Child rights activist Calvin Manika 
from Bancane Trust says the introduction of 
CALA to the curriculum played a major role in 
the poor pass rate in the province.

    “
As we look at the extreme 
climate effects such as low 

rainfall for the past years and 
also the shortage of water in 

their communities, which as a 
result forces children to walk 

long distances in search of water, 
deprives the learner’s time to 

study.
Calvin Manika, Journalist and Child rights activist

”
Teachers’ unions have campaigned for 
CALA to be suspended to no avail.

“From our research and information 
from our online community round table 
discussions, we gathered that CALA plays 
a role in the low pass rate of learners in 
schools, learners are not capacitated, 
teachers are not capacitated so there is a 
lot of pressure from all ends, parents and 
learners, teachers,” Manika adds.

“Some parents cannot afford to have an 
extra dollar for extra lessons, and also 
extra money for the CALA projects, these 
are some of the causes of low pass rate in 
Matebeleland North province.”
 
*Discloser: Calvin Manika is The Citizen 
Bulletin’s Matabeleland North Senior 
Correspondent.



These opportunities were originally published by Kubatana

3 (Three) x Registered Nurse: AIDS Healthcare Foundation (AHF)
Deadline: 9 May 2022

Location: Harare, Gweru and Bulawayo

Position summary
The AHF OI / ART Nurse(s) is a registered general nurse who will be assigned to work at the 
heath facility under the guidance and technical supervision of the Sister-in-Charge at the 
respective facilities.

Job description
The main responsibilities for the OI /ART nurse(s) are to provide HTC (HIV Testing and 
Counselling) services and initiate HIV positive clients on Antiretroviral Treatment (ART); The 
OI / ART Nurse(s) will provide quality care, treatment monitoring and enhanced adherence 
counselling to clients as per protocol; Conduct Provider Initiated Testing and Counselling 
as per national guidelines - Work with lay- counsellors and community health workers to 
mobilise clients within facility and community for HIV testing and counselling; Provide pre 
and post - HIV confidential counselling and testing; Perform rapid HIV testing on all clients 
(adults, adolescents and children) that have consented to testing / retesting, and interpret 
the results to the clients; Perform DBS on infants and counsel caregivers; Counsel HIV-
positive clients and link them to ART initiation; Counsel HIV-negative clients and link them to 
prevention counselling and support; Screen all HIV positive clients for TB and STIs and make 
appropriate referrals; Provide quality care for HIV-positive clients on Antiretroviral (ARV)
Treatment - Facilitate linkage between HIV testing, diagnosis, care, support and treatment; 
Provide adherence counselling and initiate clients on ARV treatment; Link and refer clients to 
facility and community based Psychosocial Support Services; Provide routine follow-up and 
monitoring of clients (including scheduling interpreting Viral Load and CD4 tests) and provide 
adherence support clients the results; Support identification of clients who are defaulting for 
tracking and tracing - Documentation of clients in the relevant monitoring and evaluation 
tools(registers); Record and maintain filing system for all client records as per MOHCC 
procedures; Prepare monthly report on services rendered for submission to supervisor.

Qualifications
Diploma / Degree or relevant Nursing qualification, RGN; Registration with Zimbabwe 
Nursing Council; Knowledge of National AIDS and TB Guidelines; Training and experience in 
HIV counselling and testing for adults, adolescents, and children; HIV Integrated Training or 
Adult and Paediatric Art training; Experience in Advanced HIV care and treatment preferred; 
Familiar with M&E tools for OI /ART management. Computer Skills: Proficiency in MS Word, 
Excel, Outlook & PowerPoint is an added advantage.

To apply
Interested candidates should send their applications to globalhr.africa@aidshealth.org with a 
subject line REGISTERED NURSE - AHF Zimbabwe. Please indicate your preferred location(s). 
The closing date is 9 May 2022. Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted.

globalhr.africa%40aidshealth.org
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4 (Four) x Data Clerks: AIDS Healthcare Foundation (AHF)
Deadline: 9 May 2022

Location: Bulawayo, Gwanda, Masvingo, Mutare

Position summary
The AHF Data Clerk will work under the direct supervision of the OI Clinic MoHCC Manager In Charge 
at the Facility they will be based and also under the supervision of the Data Officer located close to the 
site and overall, under the AHF M&E Manager who is based at the Country Head Office. This position 
is critical as the Data Clerk will be responsible for generating accurate information, quality reports and 
analysed data as required. S/he will ensure safe and secure retrieval of data at the designated site. In 
addition, the Data Clerk will ensure functionality of the medical records management systems (MRS 
which is being used on site. Overall, the Data Clerk will support the MoHCC Data Clerks already onsite.

Job description
M&E Roles - Collect weekly, monthly & quarterly HIV Testing Services and ART Statistics from the respective 
site including composition of the AHF specific Patient Productivity Reports (PPRs); Enter all weekly, monthly 
and quarterly PPR data into AHF PPR web portal; Actively participates in preparing weekly, monthly and 
quarterly program data reports and ensures timely submission of requested data to MoHCC and AHF 
structures, as well as assist in the production of information submitted to the MoHCC DHIS2; Regularly 
monitors and maintains privacy of all data / information collected and entered into all MIS systems on site; 
Ensure that all data / information is backed up on a regular basis (daily / weekly / monthly) basis to ensure 
safety of data; Assist MoHCC MIS personnel onsite in troubleshooting & management of computer systems 
including Electronic Medical Records system at the facility and ensures that the system onsite is functional 
to support quality assurance, validity, accuracy and integrity of the program data; Takes part in training of 
healthcare workers in data collection, management and utilisation and also provides timely feedback to data 
queries including data inconsistencies or missing data; Participates in the development of operational work 
plans and budgets for data management activities at the facility in line with reporting requirements; Review 
data for accuracy, completeness, identifying errors for cleaning and lead data audit and validation activities 
at the clinic; Ensuring availability of required & recent Health Information tools i.e registers, forms, guidelines 
and any other relevant tools and ensures that Updating of these registers (e.g HTS & ART registers) and any 
related tools is done; At facilities with Patient Chart Records, assist in ensuring there is an efficient patient 
record management system e.g. assist Assists with clinic’s filing when required; Ensure that the number 
of charts entered into the database correlates with number of clients recorded in the daily register at the 
reception; Performs clerical and administrative tasks related to data entry (e.g filing and retrieval of relevant 
information); Perform any other duties as assigned by the different line supervisor(s). Administrative Roles - 
Make meeting appointments, take minutes in staff meetings, Assist in the procurement processes.

Qualifications
The applicant should hold a Diploma in IT, Computer Science, Information Systems, Statistics, Economics, 
or other related field from a recognized institution; Holding a Bachelor(s) degree in the fields noted is a 
significant advantage; At least one-year experience in data management and analysis in a busy health care 
setting and in a field directly related to HIV & AIDS and specific responsibilities; Previous exposure and 
experience working with healthcare delivery systems such as ePMS, ePOC, DHIS 2 a significant advantage; 
Flexible, proactive, and able to organise work independently as well as work in a team; Computer Skills: 
Proficiency in MS Word, Excel, Outlook & PowerPoint is an added advantage.

To apply
Interested candidates should send their applications to globalhr.africa@aidshealth.org with a subject line 
DATA CLERK - AHF Zimbabwe. Please indicate your preferred location(s). The closing date is 9 May 2022. 
Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted.

globalhr.africa%40aidshealth.org



